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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION-CENTRELINK — COMPULSORY INCOME MANAGEMENT 

228. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 

(1) To date, how many families in the Kimberley district—by office—and the Cannington district have 
been referred by the Department for Child Protection to Centrelink for the purposes of compulsory 
income management? 

(2) What protocols are in place between the Department for Child Protection and Centrelink to track these 
families, and how many of those referred have been placed by Centrelink in the compulsory income 
management program? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for her question. 

(1) Income management is now operating across the whole of the Kimberley and the metropolitan district 
of Cannington. For the period 24 November 2008 to 6 March 2009, there have been 11 family groups. 
This represents 13 individuals. There have been four family groups, which equates to five individuals, 
in the Cannington district. There have been seven family groups, which equates to eight individuals, in 
the east and west Kimberley districts. 

(2) A bilateral agreement was signed between the commonwealth and the Western Australian government 
to implement income management as a child protection measure in Cannington, east Kimberley and 
west Kimberley. The measure is a case-by-case response and not a community-wide response. Income 
management is used to assist in addressing the neglect of children when the parents’ use of available 
financial resources is contributing to the neglect and income management is in the best interests of the 
child. In addition, the measure can be used as part of a reunification plan to enable the child to return 
home safely. Parents who are referred by the department to Centrelink for income management will 
receive ongoing case management from the department and will be provided with relevant services such 
as parenting and financial support. 

The bilateral agreement is in place between the Department for Child Protection and the commonwealth 
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs. The Department for 
Child Protection provides case management for families who are on compulsory income management. 
Of the 11 family groups referred by the Department for Child Protection to Centrelink for compulsory 
income management, Centrelink placed seven family groups on compulsory income management. This 
represents eight individuals. However, up north, 115 people have asked to go on voluntary income 
management. I would like to have a lot more people on income management, and at present I am 
working with the department to see how we can do that, because it is a really good tool for dealing with 
neglect, as the former minister would know. 

 


